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The Asia Pacific region represents many different communities and peoples. The region

has been shaped by its migrations and indigenous and colonising histories. It contains some
of the richest and some of the most economically deprived nations. It is a region where East
meets West, and South meets North with differing religious, philosophic and political
perspectives. It is a region that has been severely impacted by climate change, overuse of
finite resources, natural, and human-made disasters, yet the strength and resilience of its
peoples have been demonstrated over and over again.

Professional Social work in the Asia Pacific Region has an emphasis on:
* Realizing the care and compassion of our Profession in ensuring that all people are
provided with adequate social protection so that their needs are met and human rights

and dignity safeguarded,

* Recognising the importance of faith, spirituality and/or religion in people’s lives and
holding respect for varying belief systems;

e The celebration of diversity and peaceful negotiation of conflict
e Affirming the region’s indigenous and local knowledges and practices alongside
critical and research-based practice/practice-based research approaches to social work

practice and,

* Encouraging innovative, sustainable social work and social development practices in
the preservation our environment.




